TCAF/CSAF Visual Art Guidelines
I. Purpose

A.  To give students artists a forum in which to display their talents and to provide them with constructive criticism and so that they may strengthen their skills and refine their talents. 

B. To provide students with subjective opinions from judges as a tool for measurement for future progress.

II. Goals
A. To encourage artistic interest and talent

B. To strive for artistic excellence

C. To reinforce each artist’s success and motivation in improving skills

III. Categories
Pastels—Includes oil pastels, chalk, and pastels; must be applied to a single flat surface

Wood—Any woodworking projects, including furniture, sculpture, vessels, jewelry, etc.

Stained Glass—Any colored glass project used to form a 2-D pictorial design through which light passes through.
Painting—Any media, including oil, acrylic, and watercolor.  Painting will only be on a flat 2-D surface

Basic Photography—Includes both student created digital prints and film prints, both black and white and colored.  The emphasis will be on composition and use of elements.  Photographs may be enlarged and/or cropped, and may be adjusted for brightness, contrast, and saturation.  Digital images that have been manipulated beyond this must be entered in the Digitally Enhanced Photography category

Digitally Manipulated Photography—Digital images that begin with students’ original photographs and are computer manipulated, including the use of composites, layers, filters, or text, resulting in a 2D product.  An original photo and computer program must be attached on the back

Clay (Functional) —Functional articles such as bowls, pitchers, jewelry, cups, mugs, plates, etc., made in clay

Clay (Sculptural) --Non-functional articles made of clay

Charcoal—Medium must be applied to a single flat surface

Graphite Pencil—Rendered with any 100% graphite medium (values), applied to a single flat paper surface

Colored Pencil—Rendered with colored pencils, applied to a single flat paper surface

Sculpture—Work in the round; any media other than clay

Video Presentation -- must be 10 minutes or less in length.  Both filming and editing must be done by students.  Entries should be submitted in either DVD format. (Group and/or single student work)
IV. Levels of Competition
A. Elementary:  Grades 4 – 6

B. Junior High:  Grades 7-8

C. High School:  Grades 9-12

V. Rules
A. All 2D artwork must be matted or mounted, using black, white, or gray mats/mounts.  No multiple mats or frames are allowed.  Students are expected to do their own matting/mounting.
B. Adjudication forms must have complete information, with category circled and student signature on the Statement of Originality.  One copy of the form must be attached to the back of the artwork, and another should be available for the judges.
C. Work must have been done within the last two school years.

D. No entry can be re-entered at a future TCAF/CSAF competition.

E. Only one entry is allowed per category.  Multiple entries in a single medium will not be considered.

F. Artwork will not be disqualified if it shows the student’s signature, nor will the signature be covered.

G. Work must be original.

H. Group projects are allowed only in the Video Presentation category.
I. CSAF artwork must remain on display until the contest ends on Thursday afternoon. (If the school has TCAF entries, the artwork should remain until Friday afternoon.)

J. TCAF artwork must remain on display until the contest ends on Friday afternoon.
K. Students are encouraged to add a related scripture with their artwork.

VI. Awards
Good, Excellent, or Superior ribbons will be awarded to each entrant.  First through third places will be given in each high school category that has at least 3 entries.  Honorable mentions may be given at the judge’s discretion.  

In addition, one Best of Show and one People’s Choice will be awarded in each age level.
